FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 


CONTACT: — Stacie Leatherman 
(216) 707-2265 
sleatherman @ clevelandart.org 


Post-W WII German Films, 
Comedies Starring Fatty Arbuckle and Buster Keaton 
in October Film Series 


Comedies Feature Live Accompaniment by the Alloy Orchestra, 
described by Roger Ebert as “the best in the world at accompanying silent films.” 


CLEVELAND (Sept. 19, 2002) — The Cleveland Museum of Art will present the film series After the War, 
Before the Wall: German Cinema, 1945-60, during the month of October. 

John Ewing, head of the Museum’s film department, explains: “German film during the immediate 
postwar era is a black hole in most people’s understanding of world cinema. And those who do know something of 
the era generally disparage it. That’s why this major touring retrospective is a revelation. Who would have guessed 
the German film industry would rise from the rubble and churn out accomplished movies in such a short time?” 

This film series will be shown at the Museum and at the Cleveland Cinemathéque at the Cleveland 
Institute of Art across the street from the Museum. It includes two major types of movies: films that address 
Germany’s Nazi past and lighter commercial films that adroitly sidestep it. The Museum will show seven films. 
Admission to each film is $6 ($4 Museum and Cleveland Cinemathéque members). For the six additional films 


showing at the Cleveland Cinemathéque, call (216) 421-7450 or log on to www.cia.edu/cinematheque. 





On Wednesday, Oct. 30, at 7:30 p.m., the Alloy Orchestra, a three-man, Boston-based ensemble 
combining electronic instruments with junk-metal percussion, will provide raucous accompaniment to three two- 
reel comedies starring Roscoe “Fatty” Arbuckle and Buster Keaton. Admission to this film program is $12 ($10 
CMA members and kids 12 & under). 

After the War, Before the Wall: German Cinema, 1945-60 was organized by the Film Society of 
Lincoln Center Touring Program together with the Goethe Institute, New York. It has been made possible through 
the extraordinary generosity of KirchMedia. The series was selected and curated by Klaus Eder and Hans Kohl, 
with the assistance of Richard Pefia. Special thanks to Dr. Stephan Nobbe and Juliana Wanckel (Goethe Institute, 
New York). Additional funding has been provided by the National Endowment for the Arts. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art receives operating support from the Ohio Arts Council. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art is one of America’s leading comprehensive museums. Its permanent 


collection is world renowned for its quality and breadth, spanning 5,000 years. The museum is a pivotal 


(more ...) 


international forum for exhibitions, scholarship and art acquisitions. For more information on the museum, its 


holdings, programs, services and events, call 1-888-CMA-0033 or visit www.ClevelandArt.org. 
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